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soldier fired as best he could and with speed and determination the
enemy began to enter by the side where Alonso Bravo was.
At this time it was so very dark that one could hardly distinguish
the man next to him and deponent heard Alonso Bravo and another
or two others calling out: "Here, soldiers! Here, lances!' At this
juncture deponent was felled by a blow on the body. He does not
know with what weapon it was struck, only that it went through a
reinforced breastplate. He fell wounded in the right leg and when
he got up he saw none of ours thereabouts. Rather he observed that
in disorder they were retreating in every direction. Finding himself
alone and realizing that the enemy had broken through and were
entering the city that way, deponent followed by himself toward a
trench in Diego Caro street where he found Hernan Lopez, high
sheriff of this city, mounted, and Captain Bias de Herrera, who was
beside a piece of ordnance which was set up in that trench to defend
the city and offend the enemy.
Since Bias de Herrera was a captain of artillery (p. 72) deponent
bade him fire that piece and showed him where the enemy was
advancing. This man made a disdainful gesture with his hand and
forthwith proceeded up the street, deponent after him, and at the
corner of the street deponent met Licentiate Luis de Soto, lieutenant
general of this city, and told him that the enemy was advancing,
having already taken that trench. Licentiate Soto continued along
that street and deponent hastened three or four paces forward to
overtake his friends and saw none of them, for all had withdrawn by
that street, and so deponent continued the way he had been going
and from there came out upon the part of the beach they call
Canapote where he found some of his friends who were retreating
as fast as they could toward the bush of Canapote beach because the
enemy had occupied the town. And, understanding that the English
had taken the place, deponent continued along the beach to his
farm.
Asked to state who of our men were killed, wounded or captured
in the storming of the city, deponent stated that while he was on his
farm, from persons who came there he learned that where Alonso
Bravo was the (p. 73) enemy killed Juan Cosine de la Sala, his
ensign, and captured Captain Alonso Bravo, who had received
certain wounds, and also killed four or five men at the place where
deponent and Captain Alonso Bravo were, and he understood that
others were wounded and taken prisoners, of which matter at the
present moment he has no definite knowledge.
Asked how many English were killed by our friends in the storm-